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R 191600Z JULY 77 
FM AMCONSUL HALIFAX 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1724 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

UNCLAS HALIFAX 327 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOCICAUS 

SUBJECT: BILATERAL AGREEMENT ON HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENTS: PRESS COMMENT 

1 . ALTHOUGH NOTING THAT LETTER OF UNDERSTANDING 
RECENTLY SIGNED IN OTTAWA BY HUD SECRETARY PATRICIA 
HARRIS AND URBAN AFFAIRS MINISTER ANDRE PULLET ON 
SHARED RESEARCH IN HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPENT IS 
SCOFFED AT BY CRITICS, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF HAROLD SHEA OF 
HALIFAX "CHRONICLE-HERALD" (7/18/77) STATES THAT "IT IS 
THE OPTIMIST IN US THAT DEMANDS WE LOOK UPON THE 
LETTER OF UNDERSTANDING AS SOMETHING MORE THAN WINDOW 
DRESSING." 

2. IN AN OPINION COLUMN HEADLINED "CLOSER RELATIONSHIP", 
SHEA STATES THAT BENEFITS FROM PROPOSED AGREEMENT COULD 
BE "ENDLESS". CITING URBAN DECAY, DISTRICT HEATING, 
EXPERIMENTATION IN VARIOUS FORMS OF ELECTRIC POWER 
GENERATION, WASTE DISPOSAL, AND A HOST OF OTHER 

URBAN PROBLEMS AND POTENTIALITIES, SHEA TAKES 
POSITION THAT A CLOSER US-CANADIAN RELATIONSHIP 
IN THE STUDY OF THESE SUBJECTS CAN ONLY BE 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO BOTH COUNTRIES. 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
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